Appropriation, Transformation and Remix: Cut-Ups 

Activities in this pathway are designed to teach students how creatively repurpose, appropriate and transform media content.
Lesson objective

In the following activities, students develop skills to negotiate between the self and the larger culture. Students absorb and transform shared resources into the raw materials of their own expression.  By applying analog remixing techniques students become aware of the degree to which all cultural expression builds upon what has come before.

Conceptual overview

Learning to “re-mix” is a basic skill for the production of culture. By learning a particular analog way of remixing content (cut-up method) students have a close experience of appropriation of media content. 

This lesson provides a context for learning how different media formats are ready to be re-mixed with the help of scissors and glue, in analog and digital ways. Students learn that that all media have the potential to be remixed.
Warm-up activity : 2minutes

Exquisite Corpse: write in turn on a sheet of paper, fold it to conceal part of the writing, and then pass it to the next player for a further contribution.

2 Rules : "The adjective noun verb the adjective noun". "Adverb verb preposition adjective noun"

Discussion Questions (for thinking about remixing)

*What is a remix?

Remix

A remix is an alternative version of a cultural product, different from the original version.
A cultural product can be a song, a painting, a video, a film, a tv show, etc. The alternative version can be created by adding, subtracting, and/or modifying elements of the original. A remix can combine fragments of various pre-existing works with new material. For instance, a collage may be created by incorporating pieces of advertisements, newspapers, with new drawings.
*Do we assume remixes are “less original” than a normal song or a track, say? Why? 

*

Media Activity: Cut-ups as Remixes

Estimated time: 8 minutes

A cut-up is performed by taking a finished text (printed on paper) and cutting it in pieces with a few or single words on each piece. The resulting pieces are then rearranged into a new text. Because we are talking about a cut-up as a remix this exercise requires the students to compensate for the haphazard word breaks by adding their own new words. 

Form groups of 2 or 3 students.

Distribute to the groups the texts that are going to be cut up (one text per group), the scissors, glue, pencils and a blank page. 

Students will cut up the texts, rearrange the words, paste them in a blank page, and write new words.

The final text will be either a poem or a paragraph. And could have a title or could not.

Media Presentations

When all the groups are finished, have them present their work to the group and instruct students to offer comments and criticisms. 

Discussion Questions

* How was the process cutting up finished texts, remixed and mashed them up in order to make a new text? 

* Which aspects of the original texts were lost when remixed and mashed up? 

* Which aspects were added to the original text when remixed? 

* What could be the difference of cutting up printing texts to cutting up recorded sounds? In what ways might textual cut-ups be more legal than sound cut-ups? How is the cut-up method similar to sampling?

* Which other media content is subject to be cut-up? There are no limits to copy and paste in the digital world?

