Privacy, Surveillance, and Trust

RTF 331P / TLC 331, Spring 2002

Assignment #2

Due Thursday, March 21, at the start of class.

Critique Gattaca and Enemy of the State in terms of their 

representations of issues and practices of surveillance.   For each 

movie, based on the readings and discussions in class, discuss whether 

or not the depictions of technologies and institutional interests are 

accurate or plausible.  In what ways do they strain credulity and in 

what ways do they seem credible, or even understated?  Then, for each 

movie, discuss the treatment of privacy or surveillance as a social 

issue.  What problems do they pose, and what solutions do they offer?  

Are the treatments insightful, illuminating, empowering? Or are they 

misleading, obfuscatory, depressing? What changes might be made to the 

plot lines, characters, or other elements to make the movies more 

revelatory of the current state of surveillance practice in the U.S.?

I expect you in your papers to show familiarity with all of the class 

material up to Spring Break.  This means we will be screening the movies 

before we cover the material in class, so take notes as you watch.
