 Movies as a mirror of our hopes and fears… 

Inaccuracies can be revealing

Even light entertainment can hold on pulse of culture

Gattaca and enemy of state 

Enemy of state:

-surveillence model 

-technical inaccuracies: satellite tracking

-a face is given to the enemy for the convenience of the story

-price of surveillance

-overstated morality Larry King “you have no right to be in our homes”

-Agre-(capture vs. surveillance) 
- Garfinkle (identification)/Marketing –tying name to number

-Police Surveillence- Enemy of state dodges big question by presenting enemy as being illegal

-Movie works against McCahill- creating social spaces…..eos is powerful b/c it is revealing. Awareness creates social adaptation

-as is typical of Bruckheimer and hollywood in general, accuracy is destroyed to fit a plot. Organizations, and even technologies are characterized. EOS can be seen as dangerous to the cause o privacy…by presenting half-truths.
-changes: identity theft, representing real fears of subpoena issued truths. A slower, more deliberate destruction of a person. At no time does EOS question the artifice of our identifying systems: the main character Robert Dean becomes afraid of living out of identification because of his family…but also because he has “earned” the symbols that his status afford him. This is where I found my main problems with EOS.
Gattaca:

-More realistic in its presentation of social change

-McCahill- using identifying technologies to enact social change. Genera change in identification
-Goffman-performance of self

-Robins and Webster-creation of social classes…a Marxist reading-the proletariat must be identified and controlled

-Medical Records- plausibility

-generally accurate in light of  events

- accuracy becomes something of a moot point-gattaca dodges this by its futuristic premise.

-insightful yet depressing somewhat accurate extrapolation of current trends. Gattaca can be 
changes: can’t find a lot to change. As it stands, the move from to genetic screening seemed immediate. Also, showing the social structure would make the movie more effective.

Amount of information collected seems rather insane. Facial biometrics unused.

Conclusion: represent two inherently different views of privacy and surveillance

Useful to view them for inaccuracies as well as accuracy.

Mirror general sentiment

