All human souls are called to exist and struggle within a constant state of "becoming," a lifelong striving towards greater and greater realms of knowledge, action and feeling; and those who stay true to this call, even when they stumble into excesses and error will not go unrewarded by God. In fact, it is by right the Devil's place to blind man, to the end that man might come unto God:

Bright Lights Outline V3

I. Barscene Intro

A. Pans through crowd
-shows mix of country folk and A&R types to give a feel for Nashville as aimultaneously country and very very false

B. Cuts with Dad

-work to establish Charlie’s need for spotlight

-Charlie in stands with mom, dad in bright lights…

C. Charlie introduces band

-I’m Charlie Quick, from Gainsville, etc

-bit of forced banter with studio musicians

D. Performs

-good song about baseball…pseudo autobiographical..reveals dad

- country folk sorta get down….A&R guys do not

- finishes performance to applause….gets a few cards, one guy suggests working with a songwriter to temper self a bit

E. Asks Rose about Ross(NEEDS NEW NAME)
-establish Rose’s character….anecdote….bit drunk/ daughter backstage

(honey, get my cigarettes)

-enter backstage area, Charlie drops schtick…

-She says Ross called…stays for another two days…success with songwriters…break a leg

-Charlie looks glum

F.  Dressing room alone

-charlie stares in broken mirror

-‘nother dad flashback…leaving home?

-needs a conclusion…

-calls Ross, leaves a message
I.5 Charlie, Rose, Loretta Drive home

A. pretty much the same as earlier version

-Charlie and Rose talk in car….try to make Charlie a stronger character…

- Charlie brings up problems with Ross

-offers session to Charlie
B. Charlie gets to apartment, meets a neighbor, straightens out

-Rose watches with a bit of disdain
C. importance of Rose’s “grow up” comment to Loretta

-
II. Children’s music recording session

A. Rose sings about Jesus in kid’s voice

· Start with shot on video monitor move to Rose

· Rose in booth….absolutely bubbling over with hatred

· Move out of booth into recording room.

B. Johnny introduced

· Johnny chain-smoking in front of console

· Makes rose record and rerecord

· Slave driver mentality
-     establish secondary character….studio tech guy

C. Charlie mistakes….tension with Johnny

· Charlie jumps in booth to record part of giant buffalo

· Questions need for buffalo….jokes, Johnny cuts him off short

· Nervous…a bit shy

· Johnny cuts Charlie down repeatedly

D. Johnny overhears about showcase gig and Ross

· following session, Charlie, rose, tech talk about gig
· Johhny overhears, feigns disinterest…..begins to plot

· Johnny grills Chalrie about how willing he is to play ball

-     charlie asks to borrow car

III. Picking up Ross

A. Charlie in car waiting 

-  keep similar to earlier scene

- Charlie with rose, etc

B. Flashback to childhood…parents fighting

- try to de-cheese this one

C. Throws away rose

· deeply symbolic an’ shit…ummm…..

· representative of Charlie’s loss of bearings, moral compass, or something like that.

· Still need to find proper motivation for this one….waht can make him want to make an act this drastic

D. Ross enters car

· tension is palpable

· Ross and Charlie just not connecting…..

E. Call from Johnny

· Charlie talks of offer he’s meeting
F. Mood improves

· Charlie fills Ross in on Johnny deal.

· Ross offers some background

G. Ross talks about impending success/ he’s leaving

· pretty crushing for Charlie

· Ross reacts pragmatically…DTR type situation
· Becomes obvious that Charlie wanted more

IV. Meet with Johnny

A. Johnny breaks it down for Charlie…little less threatening

· Charlie resists

· Still a bit interested

B. Offers manipulative deal

· Charlie reacts swiftly

· He’s got his standards, yo

C. Charlie walks out

- make it impressive

V. Meet with Rose @ Charlie’s place

A. Insert baseball dialogue and shit
· Charlie opens depressed

· Keep scene roughly similar

- more ‘bout Ross

-Art v. Commerce… Rose signs a song she’s working on

B. problems with Loretta Lynn… shows detriment of following muse, etc

· Loretta acts up

C. Charlie makes decision
- Charlie chooses to follow his path

- plays baseball song to self

VI. One last time with Ross

A. Charlie talks about Johnny’s offer

· opens on Ross packing

· Charlie obviously depressed….still acting strong

· Ross suggests that Charlie take Johnny’s offer…..”work form inside out”

· “you get the money, then you can get the power”

· Charlie asks Ross to stay….his deeper feelings become more apparent

B. Ross freaks out/ self preservation style

- Ross says something to the effect of….I got my own ride, you’ve got to find yours…

- career more important than anything…maybe Charlie should quit playing pretend and get serious about what he wants

- sentimental parting.
C. Flashback to something

VII. Second meeting with Johnny

A. Charlie bows out a bit more/ takes Johnny’s shit

· Charlie reveals why he’s there….called back

· Johnny acts much fiercer… knows he’s got Charlie in a vice

· Johnny tries to maintain his cool, but he’s ready to sign
B. Johnny offers second, even more manipulative deal

· Johnny obviously relishes this moment, and takes his time, toying with Charlie

· includes using charlie for cheap on children’s songs
C.  Charlie accepts

- the yoke comes down and Charlie makes the deal with Mestophocles/Johnny

- Johnny hands him a binder with new songs in it
- Charlie reacts painfully

- Johnny reminds him about 

IIX.  Charlie trying to write

A. Charlie stuggles with comp sheet given to him by Johnny
· Chalrie…same position as earlier scene with Rose

· Goes through lyric/ music sheet….song about something ridiculously stupid…family bible, or anti-terrorist song

B. Throws guitar
-storms up

- checks self in mirror

- deep breaths

C.  Reminded of why he wants to do it/flashback

· performing as a kid or something

· -singing along with dad….johnny cash or something

D. picture of Ross….sits down to write again.

· Charlie grabs bottle…sees publicity photo of Ross

· Sits back down with guitar…plays through song

Act II: Charlie stuggles with writing and breakup w/ Ross…contrasted by Rose’s performances (she’ll never succeed but doesn’t really care).


Charlie tries to come to terms with his desire to be on stage/ father thing


Johnny becomes increasingly severe.  Learns about Charlie’s relationship with Ross.

Charlie decides its not worth it…I’ll do it my own way


Johnny threatens…plays his trump card
Act III: First single hits…..


Charlie surripticiously talks to another label….struggles with his insides more


Johhny finds out…unleashes hell on Charlie


Ross looses deal…confronts Charlie….


Bottle


Writes a couple of brilliant songs


Leaves Nashville….new empty dream of some sort

