So what is “science?”  According to its ruling caste, it should always be presented as “SCIENCE!!!”

Science has this inherent connotation of truth next to godliness…purity…chastity, etc.

With Midas’ touch it lends respect and power to one idea, tears it away from another, casting into the realm of absurdity, lies, and whimsy….also the realm of Weird Science!

So, where’s the score…

Science has cast down religion…

…science has raised sex as the sole of man’s ambitions (what of love, empathy, self respect, selflessness?).

Science has laughed at the imaginative dreams of the sci fi fan…

…science has also disregarded the voice of the masses…Graffiti.

Okay, so once people lived their lives as best they could, tried to survive, to please their deities if any, etc.

Then the social sciences came along, inspired by a handful of men, some of which might have been insane, or some just really, really disgruntled, and theorized that nothing of society or the psychology or life was simple, there were no gods, and in general there is no hope, only disfunction and lust and selfishness and greed.

Because nothing is simple, simple social things are to be analyzed in detail, or disregarded as pointless and without any value or importance-such as Graffiti

Graffiti has little respect.  It is not taken seriously by science.  A search of the Social Science Information Gateway online Sociology database yields 479 article matches for “sex.”

 And “graffiti?” – none

At the same time, society in general hates graffiti.  It is base, low, filth, degenerate, immoral, illegal.  I was raised with this view, and have never degraded a wall with it and in general look down upon those who do…

…but lately I have noticed that some of the stuff is really, really GOOD!!  Graffiti that is intelligent, witty, deep, artfully crafted, inspiring, controversial…and really, really funny

Suddenly I am filled with a newfound respect for some, if not all graffiti.  And an open mind.

Looking into it further, I find that graffiti has been a universal aspect of mankind, like marriage (and some would say taxes).

And, get this…it was once very highly respected, or at least tolerated and expected.  People wrote on everything…roadside rocks, the Pyramids, temples, cathedrals, in tombs, in houses, on random walls, any available surface, public or private, and for a vast assortment of reasons.

So what happened?  Why did graffiti go from incredibly common and acceptable (come, pilgrims, write your prayers to the saints upon our fair cathedral walls) to degenerate and limited to the dregs of the city and dirty bathroom walls?

Does graffiti have value?  Does it tell us anything about the human condition?  Should it be thrown in among the rest of the filth of humanity, or does it deserve serious consideration?

Maybe some is trash.  But some is really good.  It is the often anonymous musings of the masses.  The faceless thoughts of the people.  In the bathroom, it is an admission that everyone shares the feces condition, that it is not something to be hidden, partaken of in solitude and denial, but just another part of life.

Elsewhere, it may have a much deeper meaning.

No one wants to come into life and fade away into Death without anyone noticing.  All want a promise of immortality.  All want to be remembered and valued by someone.  All want to leave their mark, to say, “I lived!”

The famous man, the rich man, has epics composed for him, or builds a pyramid, or conquers an enemy, or builds a multinational corporation, etc.  But what can the poor man, the simple man, the POWERLESS man do?  He can make his mark on the unperishable.  

From: Got gang graffiti? 

by Attorney General John Cornyn 

http://www.oag.state.tx.us/newspubs/opeds/200003graffiti.htm

 Statutory remedies
In 1997, the Texas Legislature enacted Penal Code Sec. 28.08, making graffiti a separate crime in Texas. Depending on the dollar amount of damage caused, a person caught marking graffiti can be charged with an offense ranging from a Class B misdemeanor up to a first degree felony. 

A majority of police, sheriffs and prosecutors responding to my 1999 survey say that they have found the law somewhat helpful. Officers were more likely to find the statute helpful if they were from large, rather than small, jurisdictions. Of course, the survey also found that most gangs and gang members reside in the largest cities in the state.

Article 102.0171 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedures authorizes counties to establish a graffiti eradication fund. Persons convicted under the new graffiti statute are required to pay a $5 fee to the fund as part of their court costs. 

The purpose of the fund is to repair damage caused by graffiti, and pay for educational and intervention programs related to graffiti. The money may also be used to offer rewards to those who aid in the apprehension and prosecution of persons who do graffiti. 

LA Graffiti Law:  http://www.ci.la.ca.us/bpw/ocs/gr.htm
New York Graffiti Law:  http://www.nyc.gov/html/nograffiti/html/legislation.html
Interesting LA city webpage:  http://www.lapdonline.com/bldg_safer_comms/gi_graffiti/build_graffiti_main.htm
More Texas:  Texas Sec. 28.08. Graffiti

(a) A person commits an offense if with aerosol paint or an indelible marker and without the effective consent of the owner the person intentionally or knowingly makes markings, including inscriptions, slogans, drawings, or paintings, on the tangible property of the owner.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (d), an offense under this section is:

(1) a Class B misdemeanor if the amount of pecuniary loss is less than $500;

(2) a Class A misdemeanor if the amount of pecuniary loss is $500 or more but less than $1,500;

(3) a state jail felony if the amount of pecuniary loss is $1,500 or more but less than $20,000;

(4) a felony of the third degree if the amount of pecuniary loss is $20,000 or more but less than $100,000;

(5) a felony of the second degree if the amount of pecuniary loss is $100,000 or more but less than $200,000; or

(6) a felony of the first degree if the amount of pecuniary loss is $200,000 or more.

(c) When more than one item of tangible property, belonging to one or more owners, is marked in violation of this section
pursuant to one scheme or continuing course of conduct, the conduct may be considered as one offense, and the amounts of pecuniary loss to property resulting from the marking of the property may be aggregated in determining the grade of the offense.

(d) An offense under this section is a state jail felony if the marking is made on a place of worship or human burial, a public monument, or a community center that provides medical, social, or educational programs and the amount of the pecuniary loss to real
property or to tangible personal property is less than $20,000.

(e) In this section:

(1) "Aerosol paint" means an aerosolized paint product.

(2) "Indelible marker" means a device that makes a mark with a paint or ink product that is specifically formulated to be more difficult to erase, wash out, or remove than ordinary paint or ink products.

From: http://www.iir.com/nygc/gang-legis/Texas.htm

New Link: http://www.ics.uci.edu/~gerstl/personal/fun/graffiti.html
