3/29 – WELLES (contd)



(You don’t need any of Welles)


ITALIAN NEO-REALISM



Post-WWII Film Movement




(Before WWII, Italian Cinema was one of the dominant cine.s)



Background: Mussolini establishes Centro Sperimentale in 1935.





& Cinecitta (Cinecity) Studios in Rome, 1937



NeoRealiism is reaction against fascism



Cesare Zavattini – Neo-Rlst theorist & Screenwriter

4/26 – HITCH (Cont’d)


He attacks two comforting ideas about “evil”

· Evil is segregated. It is “someplace else”

· Evil is extraordinary. You can see it coming (Darth Vader).

He deconstructs these myths, says that evil is “everywhere” and nearby

CLIPS:

Frenzy! (1972) – Serial killer is upstanding gentleman. Long shot down stairwell

The Birds (didn’t get date) – jungle gym scene. Evil can appear w/o warning

Psycho (1960) – Shower scene. Evil appears when you’re most vulnerable but think you’re most safe—in the bathroom


Budget of <800,000


Six week shoot, one week for shower scene. 


Saul Bass (graphic designer) helped design shower scene.


Bernard Herrman’s score—famous. (Also did North by NW & Cit Kane).


INGMAR BERGMAN (1918 -         ) & THE PHILOSOPHICAL CINEMA



3 Filmaking Rules – 
1. Always entertain






2. Don’t sell your soul for the sake of entertainment






3. make each film as if it was your last.



Existential Concerns 
1. Meaning of life







His films explore the search for meaning






2. Alienation



Bergman’s Poetics
1. Expressionistic lighting







Shadows, shadows, shadows






2. Simple, stark mis-en-scene







highlights alienation

4/28 – BERGMAN (cont’d)






3. Silence – emphasizes isolation, lonliness






4. Long takes






5. Reliance on CU – face is “existential landscape,” 

where the thinking happens.



Bergman’s Thematics 1. Illusion v. Reality






2. Does God Exist? If Yes, why suffering,









If no, why do we exist.


NEW HOLLYWOOD



Breakdown of production code in 1968

Jaws (1975) – Gave birth to the “blockbuster mentality”:






“high concept,” story can be summed up quickly






reliance on big budget and special FX



Breakdown of Studio System— from vert. integrated to diversified corp.




Corporation contains:





Film & TV, Music, New Media (games & www), theme 

Parks, retail.



Genres in H.wood Change in 3 Deliberate Ways

1. Parodied (Airplane, Scary Movie)

2. Blend Genres, create hybrids (Alien, Aliens, Pulp Fiction)

3. Revised – update w/ evolving social and cinematic norms

“Auteurist Revision” – genre norms w/ “directors touch”



Res. Dogs – heist movie + QT



Raging Bull – boxing movie + Marty

