1. Write an essay that explains the differences in the colonizing experiences of the Spanish, French, and English in North America during the 16th and 17th centuries?  Your essay should include discussion of reasons and goals for colonization, relations with and affect upon Native Americans, physical environment, immigration, economic arrangements and land distribution, and religion.  Your essay should demonstrate what you have learned from assigned readings and lectures.

· Intro

· Reasons and goals for colonization

· Spain-Find new trade route to Asia and carry Catholicism to its peoples.  Set more inland settlements in search of gold and silver.  Spain turned in the the richest and most powerful nation in Europe.

· France-French founded a new market of exporting fur to other European countries.  Market was very huge at the time and had a large demand.

· English-Initially trade rather than settlement. Also promised to convert the Natives.

· Relations with and affect upon Native Americans

· Spain- Columbus began the transatlanitc trade in slaves by carrying hundreds of Indians to Europe.  Stole gold and wealths from many Native civilizations.  The Aztec empire, a vastly rich and large civilization, was crushed by Cortes and an army of 600 using steel weapons, armor, and disease which the Western Hemisphere had no immunities to.(Smallpox, influenza, and measles.) Half of the Incan population had also died from disease.  

· France-French traders gave the Natives guns in order fight other tribes and to secure plush beaver pelts.  Diseases from the traders triggered an epidemic that killed nearly half of the Natives the French were trading with and sparked a series of wars among Indian villages for rich fur-bearing territory.  Had a fairly good relationship with many of the Native tribes in order to do business.

· English-At first the Indians had a trading relationship with the English, trading food for clothes and iron tools. Later when more English came and conflicts increased over food and land, the Indians went to war in fear of invasion.

· Phsyical environment

· Spain-Settle mostly along Southern Americas, also present day Mexico, and Florida.  Natural environment had changed permanently by introducing grains and grasses that supplanted the native flora.

· France-Peasants held strong to their village lands but the winters were long and bitter and nearly 2/3 of them returned to France. Instead roamed the land trading and just doing business with the Natives.  Mostly claimed land close to Quebec and Montreal but also along the Mississippi River.

· English-Unlike the Spanish and French, the English were settling and cultivating the land, exporting large amounts of tabacco creating Tabacco Colonies. 

· Immigration

· Spain-Immigration began towards the end of the 15th century by Christopher Columbus.  He transported more than a thousand settlers(all men) and hundreds of domestic animals to the West Indies known now as the Carribeans.

· France-Started claiming lands in the 1530's around the Gulf of St. Lawrence for France.  First permanent settlement in 1608 in Quebec.  France's Catholic monarchs actually discouraged migration to preserve an ample supply of military recruits at home.

· English-The growth of the Enlish population combined with unsettling economic changes to provide a large body of settlers willing to go to America. When the Virginia Company instituted a new set of of policies in 1617 it attracted about 4,500 immigrants. More immagrants were willing to immigrate due to poverty, religious persecution, drawn by lures of New World(land, god, and spreading religion.) Virginia was on the verge of becoming a settler-colony.

· Economic arrangements and land distribution

· Spain Successful conquerors were given titles of nobility, ownership of vast estates, and Indian laborers to farm them.  Columbian Exchange was introduced by the Spanish exporting food products of the Western Hemisphere to other continets.

· France- Rather then developing as a settle colony, New France instead became a vast enterprise for acquiring furs, which were in great demand in Europe.  

· English-The Virginia Company granted 100 acres per freeman and 50 acres per servant and offered self-government.  Tabacco became a huge export and increased causing a forty-year economic boom.  Exports increased from 3 million pounds to 10 million in 20 years.

· Religion

· Spain-Catholicism, Gold and silver that once was used to honor Aztec gods now were in the Catholic churches.  Spanish priests suppressed their worship of traditional gods and converted them to Catholicism.

· France-French priests sough converts among war defeated Natives to the beligerent.  Most were Jesuits, members of the Society of Jesus-a religious order originally founded to combat the Reformation.  As disease and wars spread many converters grew skeptical.  

· English-Europe at the time was being split into Catholic and Protestants, but the settlements in Northern America were mostly Protestants. They wanted to convert the savages to Christianity and stop the spread of Spanish Catholicism. 

