Statement Of Purpose

Eliot Chayt

Born in 1983, I am like many of my generation—fascinated by and obsessed with the world of media commodities. I DJ a show on community radio, show films at my local college, and compose music for live performance and computers. But my real passion is the analysis of this media-world in an academic setting. We live in a world of information—this is now cliché but still a difficult concept to truly situate because it impacts every form of knowledge. In my undergraduate education, focusing on philosophy and music, I devoted my energies to such difficulties as philosophy of language and pure music. These topics, so dear to my heart, seem to pale in comparison to the modes of discourse by which I have discovered their existence in the first place: chiefly the internet and the Multimedia library of culture that has structured my lifelong education. For a student of cultural history, the Empirical world is this media-amalgam. 

Philosophy of aesthetics and ethics, and even religion, if it is to be relevant, must adapt to the discursive avenues of the present and the future, which I believe is the new multi-media “museum” of culture represented by the internet. And thus every thing I study becomes “Media Studies.” For instance, in my undergraduate thesis, The Critique of Sample-Based Music: Creating a Foundation for Understanding, my disciplinary anchors of analytic philosophy and musicology were automatically beholden to the topic I had chosen (sample-based music) and the problems it poses to traditional criticism. I attempted to show the contingency of traditional formalism, but also to further formulate a model of music-as-discourse that allows for logical criticism even in a post-modern, radically referentially aesthetic world. 

In the future, I hope to evaluate further examples in music, but also to branch off into the modes of information found in other mass-media consumer forms. I also hope to examine the impact of race, gender, and other cultural influences on the notion of an ideal multimedia discourse, and how the notion of the self is created in the modern media culture.

Drawing upon my broad and deep studies in the history of art, music, and film, as well as religion and philosophy, I hope to provide a personal viewpoint to the communications field, drawing on an interdisciplinary model. Through the internet, I have discovered the University of Austin’s Media Studies program. In the syllabus, I observed an openness to new and exciting modes of discourse that straddle the boundaries of many disciplines. As I, myself, have come to expect this attitude, at New College of Florida, I believe that I can add the same combination of thoughtfulness and enthusiasm that I brought to my undergraduate career, with similarly fine results for all parties. 

