
Type Basics 2

Type fonts, families and classifications



Fonts, faces 
and families



 

A type font used to be 
a set of characters of the 
same size and style that 
contained all the letters, 
numbers and marks.

This term has become 
less well defined with
the use of the computer 
to set type at any size. 

Frequently a font is now 
the same as a type face — 
a particular design.



A type family is a group of type 
faces related through similar design.



Some type families have only a few 
different members (or only one)…



Univers 45 Univers Light

Univers 45 Univers Light Oblique

Univers 55 Univers Regular

Univers 55 Univers Oblique

Univers 65 Univers Bold

Univers 65 Univers Bold Oblique

Univers 75 Univers Black

Univers 75 Univers Black Oblique

Univers 85 Univers Extra Black

Univers 85 Univers Extra Black Oblique

Univers 39 Thin Ultra Condensed

Univers 49 Univers Light Ultra Condensed

Univers 59  Univers Ultra Condensed

Univers 47 Univers Light Condensed

Univers 57 Univers Condensed

Univers 67 Univers Bold Condensed

Univers 53Univers Light Extended

Univers 53Univers Light Extended Oblique

U n i v e r s  6 3 Univers Bold Extended

Changes in 
weight and posture

Changes in 
proportion and weight

And some families
 are really big



Weights

Regular

Light

Bold

Extra 
Bold

Increasing or decreasing the stroke weight of a font changes 
the weight of the font. 

A variety of terms can be used to describe weights of type including 
extra light, light, regular, book, semibold, bold, extra bold, black. 

Different fonts will use different terms.



Proportion

Increasing or decreasing the width to height ratio of a font changes the 
proportion of the font. 

If you decrease the ratio, making the letters narrower for the same height, 
those are referred to as condensed.

If you increase the ratio, making the letters wider for the same height, those 
are referred to as extended or expanded.

condensed



Posture

Letters that have the same shape and design but have been slanted  are 
called oblique. This is different from italic. 

We will cover these differences in a later lecture.



oblique regular/medium condensed condensed
oblique

Regular

Light

Bold

Extra 
Bold

(roman)



NEVER ... ever 
distort type by 
“stretching” or 

“squashing”. 

Always keep the font 
in its original 
proportions.

original

distorted 
horizontally

distorted 
vertically



Type 
classifications



Type is grouped into a number of broad 
categories called classifications based on some 

common design characteristics.

Each classification includes many different type 
faces and families.



The design of the serif is one of the things that is 
used to classify type.



Adobe Garamond

Top serifs of lower case letters at an angle

Smoothly bracketed serifs

Weight stress of rounded forms at an angle

Not a great contrast between thick and thin strokes

Old Style



Modern

Serifs of lower case letters are straight

Serifs are  unbracketed

Weight stress of rounded forms is straight

Great contrast between thick and thin strokes

Bauer Bodoni



Top serifs of lower case letters at slight angle

Serifs are only slightly bracketed

Weight stress of rounded forms is straight

More contrast between thick and thin strokes

Baskerville

Transitional



Slab Serif
Sometimes Square Serif and sometimes Egyptian

Rockwell

Serifs are the same weight as the main stroke weight

Unbracketed serifs

Little or no contrast in stroke weight



Sans Serif

Typography letterrFutura

No serifs

No weight stress of rounded forms 

Stroke weights are visually uniform

Look Mom,
 no serif!



Graphic or Decorative



Old Style 

Verit aut ing ea commodi atismolore modo dunt landignisit ullan henim esto odignis molesequatue magna conummy num 

venit duis ex ero odolutpat. Henim quam velit niamconsed modolor iriurem incipit et autpat niam duipisisim vent autpat. Im 

dipsum nullandit vulla am eugue elis at. Unt dipit autpat venis dolore te minim digna commodipisse magnis nullam, veliquat, 

verostrud euguer autat. Ute dolorero conulla feugait ad dolore facil iure mod min  enit wis enim zzrit nisl ulla core duipis nisis 

alit utat utatuer il et et vero elenim irit venis ea conse tat, conse tionsed dolor adignim vulluptat. Duipisisit in exero conummy 

nismolobore do exer sed tionsed tem velenim nibh eril dolobore magnisim dit, sumsandiam dunt augiat lore endigna feum 

dunt augiam zzriusci blaor si blaoreet vent lutpate diam ilit nonsequamet ver sustie feuisseniat eros duis dolutem inibh ex ex eui 

euip eu feuguer sis niamet nonsendre tie min endre facidunt nullam irit vel dolor aliquissed er sis ad etueril essequis.

Transitional
Tismodo odolorerit lutet, con volore verit aut ing ea commodi atismolore modo dunt landignisit ullan henim esto odignis 

molesequatue magna conummy num venit duis ex ero odolutpat. Henim quam velit niamconsed modolor iriurem incipit et 

autpat niam duipisisim vent autpat. Im dipsum nullandit vulla am eugue elis at. Unt dipit autpat venis dolore te minim digna 

commodipisse magnis nullam, veliquat, verostrud euguer autat. Ute dolorero conulla feugait ad dolore facil iure mod min 

ulput enit wis enim zzrit nisl ulla core duipis nisis alit utat utatuer il et et vero elenim irit venis ea conse tat, conse tionsed 

dolor adignim vulluptat. Duipisisit in exero conummy nismolobore do exer sed tionsed tem velenim nibh eril dolobore 

magnisim dit, sumsandiam dunt augiat lore endigna feum dunt augiam zzriusci blaor si blaoreet vent lutpate diam ilit 

nonsequamet ver sustie feuisseniat eros duis dolutem inibh ex ex eui euip eu feuguer sis niamet nonsendre tie min endre 

facidunt nullam irit vel dolor aliquissed er sis ad etueril essequis.

Modern
Con volore verit aut ing ea commodi atismolore modo dunt landignisit ullan henim esto odignis molesequatue magna 
conummy num venit duis ex ero odolutpat. Henim quam velit niamconsed modolor iriurem incipit et autpat niam 
duipisisim vent autpat. Im dipsum nullandit vulla am eugue elis at. Unt dipit autpat venis dolore te minim digna 
commodipisse magnis nullam, veliquat, verostrud euguer autat. Ute dolorero conulla feugait ad dolore facil iure mod 
min ulput enit wis enim zzrit nisl ulla core duipis nisis alit utat utatuer il et et vero elenim irit venis ea conse tat, conse 
tionsed dolor adignim vulluptat. Duipisisit in exero conummy nismolobore do exer sed tionsed tem velenim nibh eril 
dolobore magnisim dit, sumsandiam dunt augiat lore endigna feum dunt augiam zzriusci blaor si blaoreet vent lutpate 
diam ilit nonsequamet ver sustie feuisseniat eros duis dolutem inibh ex ex eui euip eu feuguer sis niamet nonsendre tie 
min endre facidunt nullam irit vel dolor aliquissed er sis ad etueril essequis.

The style of type has a large impact on the texture, 
value and ease of reading when used in text blocks.



Type below about 14 points is Text type and should be 
selected for ease of reading.

Tismodo odolorerit lutet, con volore verit aut ing ea commodi atismolore modo dunt landignisit ullan henim 

esto odignis molesequatue magna conummy num venit duis ex ero odolutpat. Henim quam velit niamconsed 

modolor iriurem incipit et autpat niam duipisisim vent autpat. Im dipsum nullandit vulla am eugue elis at. Unt 

dipit autpat venis dolore te minim digna commodipisse magnis nullam, veliquat, verostrud euguer autat. 

Ute dolorero conulla feugait ad dolore facil iure mod min ulput enit wis enim zzrit nisl ulla core duipis nisis alit utat utatuer il et et vero 

elenim irit venis ea conse tat, conse tionsed dolor adignim vulluptat. Duipisisit in exero conummy nismolobore do exer sed tionsed tem 

velenim nibh eril dolobore magnisim dit, sumsandiam dunt augiat lore endigna feum dunt augiam zzriusci blaor si blaoreet vent 

lutpate diam ilit nonsequamet ver sustie feuisseniat eros duis dolutem inibh ex ex eui euip eu feuguer sis niamet nonsendre tie min 

endre facidunt nullam irit vel dolor aliquissed er sis ad etueril essequis.

Tismodo odolorerit lutet, con volore verit aut ing ea commodi atismolore modo dunt landignisit ullan henim esto odignis molesequatue magna 

conummy num venit duis ex ero odolutpat. Henim quam velit niamconsed modolor iriurem incipit et autpat niam duipisisim vent autpat. Im dipsum 

nullandit vulla am eugue elis at. Unt dipit autpat venis dolore te minim digna commodipisse magnis nullam, veliquat, verostrud euguer autat. Ute 

dolorero conulla feugait ad dolore facil iure mod min ulput enit wis enim zzrit nisl ulla core duipis nisis alit utat utatuer il et et vero elenim irit venis ea 

conse tat, conse tionsed dolor adignim vulluptat. Duipisisit in exero conummy nismolobore do exer sed tionsed tem velenim nibh eril dolobore 

magnisim dit, sumsandiam dunt augiat lore endigna feum dunt augiam zzriusci blaor si blaoreet vent lutpate diam ilit nonsequamet ver sustie 

feuisseniat eros duis dolutem inibh ex ex eui euip eu feuguer sis niamet nonsendre tie min endre facidunt nullam irit vel dolor aliquissed er sis ad 

etueril essequis 



Type larger than about 18 points is Display type. 
These sizes sometimes permit the use of specialty 

or decorative type.

Display type

Display type

Display type



NEVER 
use display or decorative type faces 
for text, paragraphs or any type that 

is intended to be read. 

Display type faces are designed for 
a letter or word or two. 

That’s all. 



No Comic Sans......EVER!

Text



T-shirt from Bad Designer Threads




