INTRO

The box! Our personal development as people has always been seen as a war between nature and nurture. What we are is a grand composite of our influences and our genetic makeup. These are fairly accepted notions of who we eventually turn out to be. The postmodern gothic class shed light on a interesting added facet to this discourse of personal development which is what we want to show about ourselves. The concept of the monster roots from the word montrent in French which means ‘to show’. 

I thought about this fragile disposition of finding your inner self, the self you want to expose in order to contentedly move on. What was interesting was finding that one singular element which can be seen as your self, and after much thought I realized that I could not strip it down to that singular element and there were a few conflicting elements that made myself. I wanted to capture that specific moment of being confused and lured by finding your different monsters and having to choose one over the other. 

CRAFT

I decided to show this moment in a box because this is the one moment where you close yourself out of your environment and look deep within yourself. The insides of the box used strips of foam core placed carelessly on top of each other in order to create a darkness with no fixed depth, despite being in the confines of a box. 

The outside of the box was covered with my notes, because they are representative of myself and he composite of all my thoughts put on paper. I used a plastic baby sitting on a jagged glass throne to symbolize the vulnerability of the moment and the pain of finding yourself and the added pain of being confused over finding your many selves and having to pick one over the other. 

The three dolls looking over the baby were the selves which were made out of the same mould but had different treatments to them. One of them was untouched, another was blindfolded and the last one had a burnt face. I didn’t want the dolls to look completely different because they are all inside the thoughts of the same person who has been here ever since the dawn of time. 

SEQUITUR

The box is one of my most conceptual pieces, a lot of thought went into it, moreover, it was based on my own experience of trying to find my inner monster. It may not apply to all people, as I can understand that for some it is easier for them to find their inner self and easier for them to choose which self they want to exhibit. My influences as a child living in many juxtaposed cultures, and having various influences has probably made me a more confused person in my ontological endeavors for existence.

