RTF 395: Media Theory and Literature





Fall 2010
Assignment # 2: Research Proposal
The objective of the proposal is to describe what you will do in your research paper, why it should be done, how you will do it, and what you expect will be its significance/ contribution.  The proposal should be 3-4 pages in length (typed, double spaced).
Prepare well before you start writing the proposal.  Look through the readings in course materials to find articles that relate to your topic. Use the library to look through relevant books, journals and articles; also use online resources to help you focus on your research topic. Remember, if you have a clearly-written proposal, you will be able to develop your ideas into a good research paper. A well-written proposal is essentially an outline of a research paper.   You can develop each section of the proposal into a more detailed section of the research paper.
This assignment is worth 10% of your grade, and is due no later than November 4th.  

A model for research proposals 
Section 1: Outline the research question/thesis statement.  Identify the general topic area, and establish the significance of your research explaining how it contributes to the literature on the topic.

 Section 2: Provide a brief review of the literature on the topic. First, briefly summarize the most relevant literature by describing what other scholars have written on this topic, and what their central findings are. Second, describe how your research fits into this literature, and discuss how your research will contribute to a better understanding of the topic. 
Section 3: Describe the theoretical framework you will use to approach the research question (described in the first section). Clearly define the theoretical concept(s) that will be central to your analysis, and explain how it will help you to analyze your main research question.
Section 4: Outline your methodology. Explain how you intend to study the research question, and what kind of research materials you will need to conduct this study.  
For example, will you use two or three similar films to compare their narrative structures?, Or, will you use fan magazines or websites to analyze response of fans? Or will you evaluate newspaper accounts of a controversy surrounding a specific film? Or, will you use trade press and industry sources to examine the production and distribution strategies of a particular film/film producer/film studio? For each of the above-mentioned examples, the methodology you will use will depend on the types of research materials you will need. Be sure to clarify what types of research material you will use, and which methodology you will utilize in your paper.

Section 5: Outline your expected results, how you will interpret them, and how they will fit into our larger understanding of the field.

Section 6:  Provide a brief bibliography of the articles, websites, films, film reviews and readings that you consider as the most relevant literature for your topic.
