Tuesday, April 25, 20056

Tack S. Blanton, 78,
continues to love
the fine arts

By Ingrid Morton
Draily Texan Staff

|ack Blanton can’t remember the
st prece of art e beught

M knows it was in Houston,
sormetme o the mad-1950s. His
hirst wife, Laura Les Scurlock of
seiielock O1l, whom be married 1n
1949, lowved ark. IJl:u'ing the |.'-m'|:l.-'
vears of thelr martage, she began
laking him to muesaumes. Though
s siire his mother ook him and
his si brothers o see art during
thedr childhood, e doesn't really
emember visual art making an
mpresaion of hilme wnbl be et
scurlnck

Blamiboi riow crams beonae sculp-
b, i:\-:m‘h-c:-'_l,-' art, carved stone
!.':'n:'d. ril:l.|]|.‘=-1L||1.'.=- ad EI.1I:'I.IF"L'R'Iﬂ
portraibs. With the doors of the
mvarseann e hedped create opening
e ]'l|||:l|'1-.- thas .'i:ll:llrd;l}', Blanrton
s a N’ generalion of UT shi-
Fenks will have the opportunity o
e pxpposed bo art.

Uwver codfes ab the Four Seasons
.*1.'l.':|'|l.~:1k||'|,!.t Teran L:'II:H.'. the T8
wesr=cld Blanton ook a |1|"|nh::-1|r
f ame-mail ot of his black binder
[t had boen foresarded b him by
maseim director Jessse Hite and
ontaimed Student Kegent  Brian
Haley's description of the student
rl|1'-'|.'i-:'1.1'. I ik, ||:||-:'!,-' describsead art
Avidents sprawled oul and sketch-
i|1|.:. I."‘I'Ij.,';-ll'ﬁ"i'l'-ll'l_!.l; shudents comvers-
g loudly abeut the meandng of
art, amed] many .-H:-:'ppinﬁ ouibsicle
b call thedr pavents on thelr cell
phomes b tell them aboat the
BT T

Blamiton beamed over the pisceof
puiier “This s sarhen (L becomes ain
im|1|-.|t.'||1'r praart ot thie lJniw-rxiT}'_"
e sabed.

Blamibon’s 52-3,-'1':|rh|'-|d =, |ack
Blambon [, recalled being dragged
around b massums o a boy

“My dad loves art, but its more
about providing art o broaden the
ilbire of the people of Austin,”
said |ack |r, the middle child of
three, “He feels that's very imgpor-
lamit, thak thery gk b see it™

Test for life

Bom in 1927, Blamton grew up
i1t Hoassbom and atbesded UT as an
imlergradwate and for lasw school
After pressure from his BEher-in-
law upon graduating, he joined
senrlock ChL J"_1_|:|J1I: vears laber, he
wis eleched president, Chatside of
wiorrkl, Blasvhon tumied his financial
escumoes o arts, public schools
e Hhee ciby of Houskon.

“The Blanton family i really
wie of Hhe leadimg families of the
Aty amid Jack Sr is meally ome of the

kst m-eq.u-i.'b.'d men m e |.'i.1'_,.'."
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Tue kamy Texan

said Shelby Hodge, society ool
urmmist for Bhe Howsston Chromiele,
Hedige frequently sees Blanton at
black-be galas. She deseribed him
as a great dirmer partmer.

Since giving up an ackive posi-
tiom with Scorlock in the mid-
1980k, Blankon says hie has been
unermployed. Since then, he has sat
Eoi L|.1r|.:1.l|::|b.' boards and countless
civic and charitablbe ongamizations
Blamton servid om the UT System
Board of Regents from 1985 to
1989, chairing it during a 26-per-
cenit budget raduction. It was then
thart the plans for the art maseum
breggan

|"-L=|.1'|.1|L' wihe know him deseribe
him as gracious and dedicated

“He's really seemed the same
to me in all the yvears 've known
i, He lost Beo wives, but bhe
hasn't ever lost his zest for Ffe,”
said Harry Reasomer, an athoerey
in Houstom who met Blanton 30
}'L‘-.'IFH i.'I"h.{\.:" iIIIIJ SCUTRESR L I:II.iII1}'
of the same boards as him, “1ve
mever seen him mpose his grict
o others.™

[n MY2 a i ard & half affer
they married. Blanton's &7-yoar-
obd secomd wife Cindy died from
a heart problem.  But Blamton
coean’t like b Ealk aboat the |'.'-:|:<|:
and meglected to say muoch about
Ciny He married his current wife
Gingger, whom e met at church,

H:I.TL'K'.' }'L'u.r.-c dE0. E.l.illlfl"ﬁ sl IIL'

arvd Gimger are happy, and the two
traved a kot

“I really don’t dwell,” he said, "1
don't a have a lot of down m ooy
lifiee — I try not 1o Jet them get the
bresst of rryee”

Joeck: Ji said one of the things that
makes his Eather special & has com-
ittt b the famndly, OF Blanton
Se."a childiven and 20 gramdehildren
and great-grandchildren, all bt
b live in Houston,

Blamton makes the effort to keep
his Family closedknit, [ack [r said.
He said his father hos & meunion
every two years in Colorado —
though they live in the same ciby,
F.J|11il_1_,- rernbers ane very bu-:}-.
Jack |t gaid that even though they
work in fhe same office buildiog
and rum imto each other often, his
Father calls him every obher wieek
In the summer, his fther tries o
et as mnch of the family ogether
as possible 0 have lumch at the
Riwer Oaks Counbry Clab. His said
that hes sure the waiters rost get
frustrabed as, over the course of
the afterneon, the indtial party of
five expands o 15

“Hie'll just call around and add

people — the more people that
are theme, the happier he is," Jack
Jr. said.

Besides his main horme in River
Oaks. Blanhm has seeomd hormes
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Blanton contributions

—lnforiradtion Dramm e Blamndon Mo of AnL
graptaic by Ann Enders ond Jason Sveefen

Left, Jack &
Blanton, who
contributed 55
rillion to the
LT art migseum,
has remained
Inwotved at

the Linhersity
since graduat
ingy. Far left,
lack S, BElanton
bevcibes wipe @t
“The Invisible
Jump® by Danks|
Jeglar, which
runs unitil July
9in & Mok
exhibin called

Warkspace
Fritay.

Pater Franklin
Dby Teegin Seall

Houston Endow mant Inc. The grants
erigine s the langes) loundation in Texas,
and tack Blanton used to chair i The
endowment kicked in ansther 53 million for
the University gererally: $12 millisa

M, and Mre Jack 5. Blantan: &5 million

Edgar A. Smith: Houston The gald tyooon
will haree the staff office building named
after i 54.5 millian

Dams condributions:
Interest earned: 4.5 millan

Austin donors: $16.17 Milon

Total: 583,67 millicn

Acclaimed director shows students tricks of the trade

Master Class
speaker discisses
opening doors’ in film

By Ehargav Katikanenl
Drally Texan Staff

Gus Van Sant s consid-
erecd ome of the true icoms of
American ndependent cinema,
After numercus expeTimens
tal films in the ‘70s and ‘Bds,
the Louisville=born director
ermerged from the underground
with the 1U958% picture about
drug addicton, “Drugsbore
Conwbrone”

Though he meceived some
maimstream sxposure and criti-
cal aceladm, ik was 1997 “Good
Will Hunting.” the Oscar-win-
nimg script penned by batt
Damon and Ben Affleck. that
proved his box-office potential,

Vam Sant :-:Fﬂ-k-:' tor radio-tele-
vision-flm students Monday
night as part of T protessor
lohn Pleson’s Master Class
seTies, which brings in-.'.|1|*=r|'_lr'
professiomals to the Undversity
Yanm Sank a q::-rr-:-;pnk-:'n AT
whose voloe oddly resembles
that of actor Stellan .':il:.:um:,;nrd_.
sal down in Studie 40 in the
les=a H. Jomes Commumication
Cemter for an “Imside the
Actor's !‘:'hn.‘li-::-“"-ﬂ}'ll'- chak with
Plerson. The wo have had a
professiomal  relationship  for
more tham 15 years, slnce meet-
ing at the Toronds Film Festival
for the premder of °Doogstore

C-::-wb-.:-}-."

Van Samt chatted on topics
ranging from ways o dinect
actors, pitching scripts amd
bis: |'.'-u|.'.-b::-|1u| t?|::||:u1ki|1;.; :cl:}'k'_.
while reflecting on his career
sor far. The purpose of the three
heour talk was to largely teach
students how o break it
the industry, and the director
reflectasd on his mitial experi-
ences in the studic system. The
success of “"Drugstore Cowboy”
opened doors, he said, baot
progress was slow.

"[Matt Damon and |]
were like, 'Where's the
scripts? And we had
bumed it the night
before”

Gus Van Sant,
directar

*1 had meetings, amd ]
thought 1 was pething some
where, but [ was wrong. If stu-
divr executives don't ke meet-
ings, they're mob working,” he
|l\.:"k.lL"|J.

Hesaid “Dhrugstore Cowhboy”
was a lagge change from his
independent films, in terms of
brudget, crew size and expocia-
tions, The bigger budget was
made possible because of the
exposure gamersd from  his

VAN SANT confinues on page 5B

s Vam Sant talks o
a mdio-television-film
Mastar Class about his
work on sisch hilms as
Waosod Will Hunting”

oy Castilic
Dby Tewmn Staff
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BLANTON: Former University regent ‘never dreamed’ of namesake museum

Froim page 2B

the Hill Country, Galveston,
m 51.11'inE;= and Mew York |:,._'I|.'_'|l'
st he stressed that they are for
F}"IZIT!F.

Ii somebody just heard that
ave four other howuses, they'd
ik I'm craey,” he sadd. “But the
i i that H'1|:"_l.r"n.'- wsed well I'.n.r
af iy Bl

Peas to
yerform
n South
Africa

hannesburg concert
vill raise awareness

for charity group

By The Associated Press
JEVY YOREE The Black
«d Peas, inspived by a 2004
o South Aftrca, will head-
+ 8 enefit comeert next monith
ahannesburg to raise aware=
8 for thedr charly foundation
fh n*-ﬁ;inn.
he Grammy-winning hip-
T gIONp announced I'-'1|1n|:|.'|.'_l.r
vill perform alongside South
ican arfists and dancers on
v 28 al [ehannesburg Stadiuim.
i the first mapor event for the

pod Foundation, formed by

Jack Jr. maid his father was very
supportive of him when he was
a child and came to all his soccer
#ITI\'.&-\.

“The: candy quirky thing woe that
e warberd s all b go b UT” he
saidl,

Eyes on The University of Texas

Blanton  served on the
Commission of 1235 that gave rec

ommendations  for comriculom
reform, and he ecently made a
confribution to the athletics depart-
memt, in has yourggest son EI:'I'J.}-'I‘J
nmamee, for tennis — Eddy’s sport.
Blambon said be can't imagine his
lifie without the Liniversity,

“1 l':l:.]Jll'\i.'t my mvolvement with
UT to ke lifelomg, and that's just
e weord T ormean,™ said Blanboe

“It becarme clear that to become

a first-rate institution we'd need
by have an art muoseam,” <aid
Blamtom,

He made a 35 million ].'lurm:u‘l..-'ll
contribubion to the UT art museum
project, and “behind his back,” the
board of the Houston Endowmenit,
which he wsed o direct and
where former UT President Lamry
Falkrer mosy works, comtribubed
12 million,

Jims Coopar | Geociaad Frass

Thea Black Eyed Peas, onthe soofof Somy Studices in Mesw Yook on May 2, 2005, will headline a benefit concert next month
in Johannesbung, South Alrica, o publciae their chamy foundition’s work in the region.

the proup in sssociation with
thee Entertainment Industry
Foundation.

“Two wyears ago, we played
ke commemorate 10 Years of
Freedom im Scuth Africa and 1
made a |.1:r:.1|11i:u.' that we would
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returm b @ive a free show For
thet people who may mever have
the chance to get down and cel-
ehrate with the Black Ei}'r.'\d Feas,
i the truie spirit of the Peapod,”
Eroup memiber will.i.am said in
a statemvent Momday.

Tickets will go on  sale
Wednesday startimg April 26 at
& am. through a South Africa-
based b’.':.t-:ll.'ln’.'HHH.Hi.HH tl}'h-bl'l.'l'l.
Procesds from each text message
will benefit the Adopt-a-School
[Pragranm.
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Blamton is enthused about the
msems various art colbechomns
arvd thie beanty of the building. He
h-ﬂld |1L' I:I.EI- ST I‘J'III.' FITLESELAOT ITE
than 25 times this year, sormetirmes
making a special tip and some-
tirmes just stopping by when he
was b for a football fertiglch
When he got im Freon Houstan this
weekend, he drove by the building
om the way to the Four Seasons,

which he's been in and ot of all
week for various opeming evends.

Blamten said he was amazed
'I|'i'|1L'|1 |1l|.' ]'H.‘ﬂ:l'l'l H1H|: I‘J'III.' TTASTLITTL
winild ke named after him,

“It blows my mind,” e said,
bamiging his hamds om the table at
H:I.L' FI.II'J:I' Ed.‘ﬂﬂ!tlﬁ al 'H1H|: 'H1L'[.'F:EI'\'.1.‘-
lain coffec cups rattled. "1 tell you,
[ mever drearmed that amthing like
this would ever happen!™

VAN SANT: Flexible director
has filmed without script

From page 5B

previous work, The awards
didnm't hurt gither.

“Producers and  assistanls
quHl'i-::-nn:'d whether | could
handle the movie” =ad Yan
Sant. They wem comvinced of
his talend, he said, &= & result
of the awards and nﬁrngni-
Hom gamered by “Drugstore
Cowrbrory,”

Following the film's moder-
abter suwcoess, Yan Sant chose o
divect music videos for David
Bowrig and the BEed Hot Chilli
Peppers, among others, amd
i s EEms such as "r'.-'I:.r Chan
Private I[daho® and “Ewven
Cowgirls Get the Blues"

Van Sants first Hirtalion
with studio Hlmmnking WE
the Micole Kidman thriller “To
g For.” He later scored a hit
with “Good Wil Humting ”
That Alm'=s massive success was
followed by a disappointing
memaks of ”F‘H-].'rl'ﬁ:-.” an almecest
shol-for-shot replica of Alired
Hitchecock's film and the social
drama “Finding Porrester”

'['hn:'EI'I:Iin'-lmm.'-nf"till.'-phn ng”

and the recent release of “Last
Dﬂ}l:l_.‘“" which iz ]uur:u-]].' el
on the life of Kurt Cobain, have
largely comfirmed Van Sant's
indie icon status, “Elephant,”
A Sparse |:|.iz.1|1-:||:]1|.1|.1] drama
inspired by the Columbine,
Cola., high school shootings,
won him Best Director as well
as the Falme d%r ab the 3003
Cannes Film Festival,

Van Sant, who is widely
kmowm as an actor's director,
sard Haes skill came nak r.~.|.|]:|.- b
him. He's immensaly fexilkle
o set and is quick o abandon
elaborate plans, While shoot-
i“-H thux 2002 Filem ”Gu:rr_g,-." Wan
Sant’s improvisational style bed
to shoots without a seript

“IMatt Damon and 1] were
liki=, “WWlere's Hhe i:»:.'ri[_'ll:-'.'" And
we had bumed it the night
before,” he said, drawing
laughter from the audience

Bg & direckor, Yan Sank «ad
his biggest goal is to “make
people involved in the storg”
Durimg a badly made movie,
he saed, “You'oe wﬂt|:|:|.i|:|.z.; thi
holes, rather tham fecusing on
the sbory”
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Artistz Matt Mathanson
Album: Af the Point (Dvigh
Label: High Wire Music

Matt Mathanson has the right
idea, but he needs o get to the
poink. In his new bve album,
iromically titled At e Frint {Digl,
Mathanson gets oo caunght up in
dirty dialogue with the audience
and fails b focus on one mes-
sage with his rmusic,

The dise beging with “Decade
of Hits,” which consists of lit-
tle more than Mathanson dis-
cussing his music while tell-
ing jokes o the audience. His
attempt at humor  distracts
rather than enhances his per-
formance, Despite these inter-
ludes of dialogue — which at
times make him seermn obsessad

with anything inappropriate
— Mathamson pedeers hi msalf
with welcoms vocal talent. ¥ith
a volce similar to that of a darker
Jame= Blunt, he dazzles us with
hiz mellow sound while boring
us with melancholy and margin-
ally unorlzinal lyrics. Mathanson
scomes with the kaid-back tune of
hi= first fow songs, but soon the
album starts to drag — at least
until “ Answering Machime® rolls
along. This upbeat track marks

the first risk Mathanson takes on 5

the album for its use of backup
vocals, which add much-nesded
depth to the music and serves as
the high point of the entine disc.
At Hee Poinf (Dhg) is & too-mod-
est attempt at an album by an
immature artist Let's hope in
the fubure that Mathanson steps
outside of his musical box and

ErOWS up.
—Emily Watson

Avrtist: Plane of Existenoe
Album: Kinstie

Labsel: Flane of Existence Music
Local soft-rock quartet Plane of
Existence has been making 4 nams
for themselves, plaving shows
abongside  Pushmonkey  and
Vallege. They've also kept busy
writing and recording thelr labest
EF, Kinetic, which will be released
mext monbh, But with Iyrical con-
tent that primarily centers on el
tonship woes and heartache, the
dise provides a generic pop sound
that comes off as sappy and con-
trived b listeners.

Althoupgh  the sbruciures
are mmihrlnt diﬁ. the cone
tesit of each is surprisi similar:
They all share a story about a guy
tineg his heart beoken by a gird
and the mesulting difficultics. The
guitar licks and drumbeats com-
bine in a concerted effort o mxck,
but den't quite reach that level of
sound.

This= is nok b say the individual
band members possess no taknt,
buk pedhaps on future efforts, the
band should consider branching
it to other subjects. There =
definitely more to life than feel-
ing depressed about your last
break-up.

On e cover, the four band-
members stand onstage in spot-

lights, as if they have a heavenly
light cast upon them, IF beaven is
truly as it is depicted here, one can
ondy hope that its seunds will be
mone mulbifceted and less one-
sided than this latest offering from
Plamwe oF Exisbermos.

— Jogih Paye

Artist: Gutbucket
Albawin: Toal
Label: Cantalmaps

Blrarre textures and outlandish
harmonics comprise Shudee Tesh,
trz Labesst e Mewe Yoirk's 7
obd jaz/meck quariet Gutbucket.
Worndlessly  boud,  the  album

screams at its listeners, prompting p

culbiirsts of moverment s unique
flaver provides the perfoct inspine-
o fo dance.

Past Guibucket mcordings prove
that off-the-wall song tifles are the
cormmem thiread in this band's come
position style. The new disc & no
different, with the weavimg move-
mends on tracks such a3 “Punkass
Rumble Dink” and the sultry, yet

ing, vibes of “Where Have
You Gone, Mr Squesgesmani™
Each track showeases sach mein-
ber's comsiderable effort toward
e rousic, although saxophonist

Ken Thomeon is mione promanent
o the jinvingg disc-opener “Momey
hoa hor & Bether Life"
Drumnmer Paul Chuffo displays his
talenks on Bhe ams march one
*Plague of the Legions.”

Ambient Bwemes e this effort
an intrinsic valwe, as the band has
litthe problem in finding their iden-
tity. The gmoup boasts a big band
sbyle Bt grips the rooks of conbern-
porary jaze, but abso akes elements
of elassic ook fo eneabe a feel that =
witty amd omiginal,

E'I.I.ITI'I.'IL'I:I"III"IE the odds apainst
lomgevity oA genee kmown for
n:quirh‘lg gmﬂi puraistm:e,
Cutbucket maintaing its level of
vestige with Bhis thind mstallonent
in their discographiy

— Jacoks Payne

Artist Shawn Melson and  the
Ramblers
Albeim: Live frov Anfons's
Labek Shawn Melmon and the
Ramblers

The temperature is rising,
sumimer is o s way o Austin
and Shawn Melsom and  the
Ramblers” labest album will be a
perfect soundirack for the fun of
thee: sdsom,

[ Live af Arboe's, Nekon gings
merelitioms of his best somgs recond-
e v oot Jumne 24, 2005, ot Aundiome's,
a classic Auvstin venue, Live looprs
audiences  enbectamed  with  the
siyles that the band incorporates
ke 38 soamnd — anything from the
traditional gospel of “Dioan By the
Riversade” b thie dowr-home, bl
sy feel of “Troubadoue™ The s
exudes  the u‘phrnﬁh'.‘_. Laid-back
nabure-of Meksom, In “Walkin® Dowmn
the Lime” a cover of Bob Dylan's
original song, Melson encours ges
audiencrs fo Forget their oubles
as e croors, “Been walkin® diowmn
thue laee [/ Boelin’ uest fime ™ Iy “Thue
Junkies," Meolson makes a clever
analogy, equating flling in kove
to being a junkie, singing, “She's
got me ronnang with the umkies /
searching for something / too far

b come back down” Even
while talking about lowe, it seems
Meleon waxes optinmistic.

Lyrics such as these promise
cormbort and relaxation desgpibe the
deadied sumumer heat. The rouesic
of Sharwen Bedsom and the Ramblers
is sume ko appear at backyard bar-
b,  bwer iui.l'ilﬁ ard  Barbown
Springgs, oe Austinites enjoy theme
sefves bouring e summir.

—Exnity Wafaom

Tribute concert planned for killed Indiana University students

Five music students
died in plane crash

By Deanna Martin
The Associated Press

BLOOMINGTON, [nd.
— Garth Eppley and Georgina
[oshi had planned to join about
300 other chorus members and
an orchestra Sunday to perform
Beethoven's Minth Symphony

at Indiana Undversity's Musical
Arts Contor.

[nsbead, thie concert will e dedi-
cated fo themn and three other grad-
inake stisdents from the universiby's
school of music whe died ina plane
crash late Tharsdany:

As the imvestigation intoe the
ceash continued, family amd
friends wem planning fributes
b thie studenis,

“We're at the beginning of
a long process,” sald Gwyn

Richards, dean of I's [acob=
School of Music. “It's very,
very difficult to get vour mind
arcund the events of this last
day and around the magnitude
of the lnss.”

The students were In a sin-
gle~ngine Cessna that crashed
in demse fog near the Monroe
County Airport as they were
returning to Bloomington after
a rehearsal for a concert in YWest
Lafayette, about 90 miles north

of the school.

Federal aviation officials have
moved the wreckage from the
crash site to an undischosed air-

rl, where they wepe lavimg ouit
ﬂ parts of ﬂn}rnirplzmn bﬁmh
for infermation about the wreck,
said Ed Malincwski, an air safe-
by investigator for the Mational
Transportation Safety Board.

The students killed im the
crash were identified as Joshi,
24, of South Bend; Eppley, 25,

of Wabash; Zachary Movak, 25,
af Anderson; Eobert Samels,
24, of Medina, Chio; and Chris
Carducci, 28, of Monroe, Mich.

Autopsies were completed
Saturday, although officials
were sHll awailing the results
of toxicology tests. All five died
instamtly, the Monmoe Cownty
coroner’s office said.

Sunday’s concert may now
feature more than 300 singers,
Richards =aid, because many

other students have reqguested
to be a part of the tribute per-
formance,

“It's a way to give memory to
o students,” Richards said.

Tha school of rmusic has also one
abed a Welr page with the shudents’
photographs and biographies.

The universiby's miuisic schoal,
with abont 1,600 students, is one
of the nation's largest with pro-
grams in opera, jpze, erchestral
miaskc and early muasie,
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